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Singapore Research 

- Four Case Studies 

- Semi-Structured Interviews 

- Participant Observation 

- User Engagements 

- Digital Ethnography 
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Overview 

• Where does food sharing stand in smart 

food governance in Singapore?

• Who are the communities of food sharers in 

Singapore?

• What is the role of ICT in food sharing in the 

context of a smart city?

• Conclusions



Where does food sharing stand in 

smart food governance in Singapore?



Smart Food Governance 

Smart Food Governance in Singapore is based on four 

principles: 

“executing effectively, working with markets, innovating 

systemically, involving the community as stakeholders” 
(Centre for Livable Cities Singapore 2017)

And it is achieved through:

– Diversification of food supply 

– Development of technologies

– Optimization of limited space 



Balance Between Development and Identity



Cultivating the Kampong Spirit

“Kampongs were able to accommodate 

two to three generations living in the same 

household. Housewives in the Kampong 

would spend time together cooking and 

preparing before meals. They would also 

do so as their kitchens were designed to 

be shared by more than one family in the 

village. Interaction was also done by 

sharing food recipes with each other.”

(The Food Kampong 2050, Lina Fong) 





Who are the communities of food 

sharers in Singapore?



Bottom-up Zoning Re-interpretation



Healthy and Sustainable Lifestyles



Culinary Heritage and Food Transitions



Food Waste Reduction 



What is the role of ICT in food 
sharing in the context of 

Smart City?



Narrative of Feeding the City



Sharing Smartly 



Digital Kampongs 



Disrupting Rules and Regulations 



Conclusions

• Where does food sharing stand in smart food 
governance in Singapore?
– City in a Garden, Zero Waste Nation, Circular 

Economy, Sharing Economy

• Who are the communities of food sharers in 
Singapore?
– From Kampong Spirit to Digital Kampongs 

• What is the role of ICT in food sharing in the 
context of a smart city? 
– Smart Nation (participatory ethos) vs Smart 

Citizens (collective responsibility) 


